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August 2009 

Women’s Summer Bible Retreat 
 

Richland Lutheran Church Women's Ministry 
August 11, 2009        9:30 AM - 3:30 PM  

    
This will be a one-day Bible study covering three summer lessons focusing 
on Mary.  The studies will be led by Erv Johnson.  This will be a great 
opportunity to meet other ladies of 
RLC and to get started in a Bible study. 
 
We would like to see how many 
generations you can bring together 
for the Women's Summer Bible Retreat 
for study and fellowship.  College and 
high school ladies, please join us for 
our Summer Bible Retreat before you 
head back to school.  What surprises 
are in store for you?  Don't forget 
lunch is provided and we would love 
to see you there. 
 
Reminder — Nursery is provided and lunch will be available for the little 
ones also.  So please let us know if you need childcare when you RSVP. 
Please RSVP by August 4th to Zemmie Iedema at 544-6554, Betty Dietz at 
946-4076, or sign up on the yellow worship slip.  
 
Session 1 
The Annunciation — What is it like to be on the brink of womanhood, 
visited by a messenger of God Almighty? What is youthful spirituality all 
about, that season of surprises, and hopefulness, and a certain naïve 
courage to take on big “God-sized” projects? 
 
Session 2 
Kinships, Friendships, and Holy Encounters — We will look at two instances 
of intergenerational friendships and blessings, the time when the teen-
aged Mary takes off running to visit her menopausal cousin Elizabeth, and 
the moment after the birth of Jesus, when Mary and her family are blessed 
by elderly folks in the temple. 
 
Session 3 
Mary Among the Disciples — Mary may well have been a widowed single 
woman when she is called to a new role as a mature leader in the early 
church. We will look at the poignant moment when Jesus entrusts his 
beloved disciple into Mary’s care, along with a final glimpse of Mary 
joining the disciples in visioning and prayer. 

9:30 AM- Coffee and  Registration 

(no charge) 

10:00-11:00 AM - First Session 

11:00 AM -12:30 PM - Break and Lunch 

12:30-1:30 PM - Second Session 

1:30-2:00 PM - Break 

2:00-3:00  PM - Third Session 

3:00-3:30 PM -  Devotions and Prayers 
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Petritis, Brianne  Wise, Jeanice 
Remove – moved 1629 GW Way #309  
 Richland 99354 
Phaneuf, Alicia 
2525 Grand Ronde #A103 
Kennewick 99336 
205-0335 
 
Stangeland, Paul 
70 Rivershore Dr. 
Pasco 99301 
 
We welcome new members received on 7/19/09 
Donahue, Adam 
1890 NE Merman Dr. G202 
Pullman 99163 
509-551-5028 
 
Kolowith, Bob 
434 S. Edison St. 
Kennewick 99336 
783-3263 
 
Petric, Simo & Rada 
611 Berkshire Pl. #C 
Richland 99354 
942-0836 

Member Directory Changes 

The Preview 
 

is published monthly by Richland Lutheran Church for members and 
friends of the congregation.  The Preview is distributed free of charge.  
Please report address changes to 901 Van Giesen, Richland, WA 99354, 
c a l l  5 0 9 - 9 4 3 - 3 1 6 4 ,  f a x  5 0 9 - 9 4 3 - 5 3 8 3 ,  o r  e - m a i l 
office@richlandlutheran.org.  Richland Lutheran Church grants 
permission for any original content (not a reprint) to be photocopied for 
noncommercial, local church, or personal use, provided the copies 
indicate the source is The Preview.  For any other usage, advance 
permission must be obtained.  Electronic versions of The Preview may be 
forwarded in their entirety for noncommercial, local church, or personal 
use as well. 
 

Congregation Council 

Valerie Bettinson, Member at Large 
Carl Imhoff, President 
Mot Hedges, Member at Large 
Lori Lieske, Member at Large 
Dawn Salyer, Secretary 
Bob Thompson, Vice-President 
Mark Underwood, Member at Large 
David Wunschel, Member at Large 
 
Advisory Members 
Debbie Hardman, Treasurer 
Pastor Bill Martens, Lead Pastor 

 
Staff 

Rev. William S. Martens, Lead Pastor                          
Outreach Ministry Leader  
pastor.martens@richlandlutheran.org 
       
Maria Frame, AIM, Minister of Worship Arts                    
Worship Ministry Leader 
maria.frame@richlandlutheran.org 
                                
Corey Smith, Minister of Christian Education                   
Education Ministry Leader  
corey.smith@richlandlutheran.org 
                                   
Debbie Stankovich, FCBA 
Director of Administration           
Resources Ministry Leader          
debbie.stankovich@richlandlutheran.org 
 
Sue Kramer, Pastor’s Secretary/Bookkeeper                   
sue.kramer@richlandlutheran.org 
 
Kelly Westlund, 
Children’s Education Assistant             
kelly.westlund@richlandlutheran.org 
 
Marc Willy, Property Manager 
marc.willy@richlandlutheran.org 
 
Joanne Woehle, Church Secretary                                
joanne.woehle@richlandlutheran.org 

Pastoral Acts 

Funerals/Memorials 

July 2 - Bruce Higley 

July 23 - Art Barber 

Weddings 

July 25 -- Gwen Schienbein and Ken Dodge 
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August Bible Reading Schedule 

Reminder:  Corey Smith leads a discussion for those reading through the Bible on 
Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 PM in the Friendship Room. 

Reporting from the Mission Field 
 

 

Gerald Lauche is a German Lutheran pastor who has 

been working in Egypt for over 20 years.  Ingrid is a 

nurse and a midwife.  They have five daughters.   

 

Pastor Gerald and Ingrid Lauche will be at Richland 

Lutheran Church August 8 and 9.  Pastor Gerald will 

preach at services on Saturday evening and Sunday 

morning.  Following the 5:30 PM Saturday service, you 

are all invited to the Prince of Peace fellowship area 

to hear more from Gerald and Ingrid about their work 

in the Middle East.  Light refreshments will be served.   

 

Please join us also at the Hebrews Café on Sunday at 

9:45 AM.  Gerald and Ingrid will show pictures and talk 

more about their work.  You won’t want to miss hear-

ing their exciting stories!  For more information contact 

Mike or Julie Penley at 628-1071 or e-mail them at  

japenley@charter.net  

 

 

Heidi Cryer is an Associate in Ministry at Lord of Life 

Lutheran Church in Kennewick who has been serving 

in Tanzania this summer.  

 

On August 29 and 30 Heidi Cryer will be with us!  She 

will preach at all services, and after the 5:30 PM Satur-

day evening service, Heidi will be telling us about her 

experience at the Tumaini Seminary, our new mission 

partner in Tanzania.  Please join us in the Prince of 

Peace fellowship area for light refreshments and a 

chance to hear from Heidi.  On Sunday at the He-

brews Café at 9:45 AM you will have another opportu-

nity to hear from her.  She will show pictures and talk 

about her work in Tanzania.   

 

Everyone is invited!   Contact Val Silva at 375-0604 or 

ValerieSilva86@aol.com for more information. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2-Aug 
Proverbs 24:1-
27:10 

3-Aug 
Proverbs 27:11-
30:33 

4-Aug 
Proverbs 31; Eccle-
siastes 1:1-3:8 

5-Aug 
Ecclesiastes 3:9-
8:17 

6-Aug 
Ecclesiastes 9-12; 
Song 1-2 

7-Aug 
Song 3-8; Isaiah 
1:1-9 

8-Aug 
Isaiah 1:10-5:17 

9-Aug 
Isaiah 5:18-9:12 

10-Aug 
Isaiah 9:13-13:16 

11-Aug 
Isaiah 13:17-19:10 

12-Aug 
Isaiah 19:11-24:6 

13-Aug 
Isaiah 24:7-28:22 

14-Aug 
Isaiah 28:23-32:20 

15-Aug 
Isaiah 33:1-37:29 

16-Aug 
Isaiah 37:30-40:31 

17-Aug 
Isaiah 41-44 

18-Aug 
Isaiah 45-49 

19-Aug 
Isaiah 50-54 

20-Aug 
Isaiah 55:1-60:9 

21-Aug 
Isaiah 60:10-65:25 

22-Aug 
Isaiah 66; Jeremiah 
1:1-2:25 

23-Aug 
Jeremiah 2:26-5:19 

24-Aug 
Jeremiah 5:20-8:22 

25-Aug 
Jeremiah 9-12 

26-Aug 
Jeremiah 13:1-16:9 

27-Aug 
Jeremiah 16:10-
20:18 

28-Aug 
Jeremiah 21-24 

29-Aug 
Jeremiah 25-27 

We have two important and exciting upcoming mission events in August! 
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A Confirmation Orientation Meeting for incoming sixth graders and their parents will be held on Wednesday, 

September 2, at 7 PM in the Prince of Peace fellowship area.  At this time, we will present an overview of the 

confirmation program and discuss what participation involves.  Parents and students of other grades who are 

new to the program are also encouraged to attend. 

 

The dates and themes of this year’s Confirmation Retreats are: 

 October 16-18, 2009 ("I Believe...in the Holy Spirit"),  

 March 19-21, 2010 ("Prayer"), and 

 May 14-16, 2010 ("God’s Family, the Church") 

 

Our Confirmation ministry is a four-year program of spiritual formation intended to prepare young people to 

make a mature commitment to the Lord.  The middle school years (sixth-eighth grade) focus on the basic 

Christian teachings and developing spiritual disciplines such as prayer, Bible study, and reflection.  In the ninth 

grade, the program focuses on special issues and congregational involvement.  This year, the Rite of Confir-

mation will be celebrated on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, at the 11:00 AM service. 

2009-2010 Confirmation Dates Set 

It is time to locate those Immunization records; for chil-

dren of all ages, for college students, and for adults, 

no matter our age, we still need to know if we are up 

to date and protected. 

 

Some of us remember when there weren’t vaccines 

for these “childhood” diseases and we know of peo-

ple who lived with health challenges the rest of their 

lives.  The more people who are immunized against a 

disease, the less likely that there will be an outbreak of 

that disease.  It’s a matter of protection and safety.  

Early in August is a good time to make an appoint-

ment with your health care provider or with the Health 

Department to get those needed immunizations.  You 

can call the Family Health Hotline at 1-800-322-2588 to 

get a free booklet entitled “Plain Talk About Child-

hood Immunization” or you can call the Health De-

partment at 460-4200 or Pasco at 547-9737 and ask for 

the immunization nurse. 

 

As people age, the immune system is less effective, so 

it is important to have that record and know when 

that last Td booster (tetanus –needed every 10 years) 

was, or if you had that one time pneumonia or menin-

gitis vaccine.  We will all need to be alert to the rec-

ommendations in the Fall from the CDC about the 

H1N1 – flu vaccine.  Let’s all stay as healthy as possible 

to enjoy this good life that God gives so that we can 

better serve as God’s hands and feet. 

 

Please feel welcome to call your parish nurses:  Corki 

Mraz @ 628-1667 or Sharon Hickman @ 547-6117. 

Parish Health Notes 
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Ministry Funding Update 

More detailed financial information than is provided in the weekly bulletin 
is included in the Preview.  The information is only a snapshot of the 
church’s financial status on the day the report was generated and is not 
audited information.  Please direct all inquiries for additional information 
to Debbie Stankovich, Church Administrator at 943-3164 or 
debbie.stankovich@richlandlutheran.org. 

Meeting Notice 
  Jun 09 YTD Budget 

Annual 
Budget 

Income     
 OFFERING 384,789 439,789 879,578 

Total Income   879,578 

Expense     
 BENEVOLENCE 38,479 44,972 89,944 

 OUTREACH 8 375 750 
 WORSHIP 4,792 6,537 13,070 
 NURTURE -185 2,744 5,500 
 EDUCATION 6,604 10,526 20,950 
 RESOURCES 77,882 70,725 141,450 
 COUNCIL 273,966 283,860 567,814 

 PROPERTY ACQ 16,301 16,300 32,600 

 LONG RANGE PLAN 3,750 3750.00 7,500 

Total Expense 421,798 439,789 879,578 

Net   -37,008 0 0.00 

 

 
 

Bishop Wells will lead a discussion and 

information session regarding the Human 

Sexuality Social Statement and its proposed 

changes to our policy regarding rostered 

church leaders on Saturday, August 8, from 

9:00 to 11:00 AM at  

First Lutheran in Kennewick. 

Christian Yoga Classes 
The 2009 spring/summer Christian yoga classes will hold their last class on 

Tuesday, August 18. The 2009 fall/winter classes will begin after Labor Day on 

Tuesday, September 8. The classes, held on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 

teach postures designed to improve breathing, flexibility, strength, and 

balance. The 8:05 AM class is for those who are just beginning or would like 

more gentle postures.  The 9:00 AM class is more vigorous.  Both classes are 

held in the Prince of Peace fellowship area.  

 

This will be the fifth fall Jenifer Haler has led these classes and September 8 

would be a good time for new participants to come and see what Christian 

yoga is all about.  

 

If you have questions, call Jenifer at 943-2067 or 438-8162.  

Thank you so much for your  
prayers, cards, visits, and phone calls during my illness.   

Your sister in Christ, June Isaacs 
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  August 2009 

Sun Mon Tue 

      

2 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:00 AM "Good News Today" 
9:45 AM Reception for Pastor Hickman  
11:00 AM Worship 
5:00 PM Sunday Evening Worship 
5:30 PM Growth Group/Page 
5:30 PM Jr./Sr. Leadership Bible Study 
6:30 PM Coffeehouse 

3 
12:00 PM Mary-Martha Growth Group 
1:00 PM Blood Drive 
5:30 PM 12 Step Growth Group 

4 
8:05 AM Gentle Yoga 
9:00 AM Yoga Class 
9:30 AM Staff Meeting 

9 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:00 AM "Good News Today" 
9:45 AM Education Hour/HeBrews Cafe  
11:00 AM Worship 
5:00 PM Sunday Evening Worship 
5:30 PM Growth Group/Page 
5:30 PM Jr./Sr. Leadership Bible Study 
6:30 PM Coffeehouse 

10 
5:30 PM 12 Step Growth Group 
7:00 PM RLC Foundation 

11 
6:00 AM Men's Breakfast at Denny's 
8:05 AM Gentle Yoga 
9:00 AM Yoga Class 
9:30 AM Staff Meeting 
9:30 AM Women's Mini-Bible Retreat 
6:45 PM Council Meeting 

16 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:00 AM "Good News Today" 
9:45 AM Education Hour/HeBrews Cafe  
11:00 AM Worship 
5:00 PM Sunday Evening Worship 
5:30 PM Growth Group/Page 
5:30 PM Jr./Sr. Leadership Bible Study 
6:30 PM Coffeehouse 
7:00 PM Haler/Worgull Growth Group 

17 
5:30 PM 12 Step Growth Group 

18 
8:05 AM Gentle Yoga 
9:00 AM Yoga Class 
9:30 AM Staff Meeting 

23 
8:30 AM Kindergarten Blessing 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:00 AM "Good News Today" 
9:45 AM Education Hour/HeBrews Cafe  
11:00 AM Worship 
5:00 PM Sunday Evening Worship 
5:30 PM Growth Group/Page 
5:30 PM Jr./Sr. Leadership Bible Study 
6:30 PM Coffeehouse 
7:00 PM Union Gospel Mission Service 

24 
5:30 PM 12 Step Growth Group 

25 
8:05 AM NO Gentle Yoga 
9:00 AM NO Yoga Class 
9:30 AM Staff Meeting 

30 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:00 AM "Good News Today" 
9:45 AM Education Hour/HeBrews Cafe  
11:00 AM Worship 
5:00 PM Sunday Evening Worship 
5:30 PM Growth Group/Page 
5:30 PM Jr./Sr. Leadership Bible Study 
6:30 PM Coffeehouse 

31 
5:30 PM 12 Step Growth Group 
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  August 2009 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
5:30 PM Worship 

5 
9:00 AM Corey's Workouts 
9:00 AM Sewing Bee 
1:00 PM Read thru Bible 
3:30 PM Knitting Group 
5:30 PM Vacation Bible 
School/Family Dinner 
6:30 PM WILD 

6 
8:05 AM Gentle Yoga 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
9:00 AM Yoga Class 
9:30 AM Library Work Time 
6:00 PM Steele Group 
7:00 PM Boy Scout Leaders 
7:00 PM Summer Worship 

7 
9:00 AM Corey's Workouts 

8 
5:30 PM Worship 

12 
9:00 AM Corey's Workouts 
9:00 AM Sewing Bee 
10:00 AM August 12 is the 
Waterpark/Lock-in Event 
11:00 PM Read thru Bible 
3:30 PM Knitting Group 

13 
8:05 AM Gentle Yoga 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
9:00 AM Yoga Class 
9:30 AM Library Work Time 
6:00 PM Steele Group 
7:00 PM Summer Worship 

14 
9:00 AM Corey's Workouts 

15 
Preview Newsletter Deadline 
6:30 AM Men's Breakfast 
5:30 PM Worship 

19 
9:00 AM Corey's Workouts 
9:00 AM Sewing Bee 
1:00 PM Read thru Bible 
3:30 PM Knitting Group 
6:30 PM WILD 
7:30 PM GNMM Board Mtg 

20 
8:05 AM NO Gentle Yoga 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
9:00 AM NO Yoga Class 
9:30 AM Library Work Time 
1:00 PM The Piecemakers 
6:00 PM Steele Group 
7:00 PM Thursday Worship 

21 
9:00 AM Corey's Workouts 

22 
5:30 PM Worship 

26 
9:00 AM Corey's Workouts 
9:00 AM Sewing Bee 
1:00 PM Read thru Bible 
3:30 PM Knitting Group 
6:30 PM WILD 

27 
8:05 AM NO Gentle Yoga 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
9:00 AM NO Yoga Class 
9:30 AM Library Work Time 
6:00 PM Steele Group 
7:00 PM Thursday Worship 

28 
9:00 AM Corey's Workouts 

29 
5:30 PM Worship 

         
The Richland Lutheran Church calendar changes daily!   

 
Please call the church office, 943-3164, or check the website, www.richlandlutheran.org,  

for the most current information.  Please note that not all activities, especially Growth Group meetings  
and Circles, are actually held at the church. 
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Activities for Youth 

High School!  
Grades 9-12 

 

Sunday Night Coffeehouse 
(6:30 PM in the High School Room)  This is our weekly 
meeting for high school students.  We spend time 
worshiping, playing, laughing, discussing, learning, 
praying...among other things!  Friends are welcome 
2:  Beach Trip Reunion 

9:  You’re committed 

16:  Swim Night 

23:  Park night/BBQ begins at 5 p.m. at Leslie Groves Park 

30:  Back to School 

Student Leadership is held at 5:30 PM in the High 
School Room for those in 9th and 10th grades.  Do you 
want to learn more about being a Christian leader?  
Looking for some opportunities to lead?  If interested, 
please show up!   
Senior Leadership is held at 5:30 PM in the Friendship 
Room.  This group focuses more on hands-on 
leadership opportunities for our 11th and 12th grade 
students. 

Middle School!  
Grades 6-8 

 

WILD WEDNESDAYS!!   
WILD is our middle school program.  We play games, 
do activities, sing, and learn about Jesus...and other 
stuff.  We meet at 6:30 PM in the Gloria Dei Multi-
Purpose Room upstairs! 
5:  VBS 

12:  Moses Lake Waterpark/Lock-In!! 

19:  Swim Night  

26:  NO WILD-Leader’s meeting    

 

AUGUST 12TH is our Waterpark/Lock-In Event!!!  Bring 
money for the Moses Lake Aquatic Center ($5 plus money 
for concessions if you want) and for dinner.  We’ll meet at 
the church at 10am and head out.  We’ll be done at 9am 
on Thursday.  Please sign up by Corey’s office! 

Traditions, cont’d 

young woman pleading, "Even if you don't believe it's true, 
just do me a favor and say the prayer with me. If it's not 
true, you haven't lost anything. It if turns out to be true, then 
you'll be saved, and when you die you will go to heaven." 
This was the first time, but not the last, that I heard this 
shocking approach to "evangelism."  

Reducing Christianity to a matter of final destination is 
manipulative, of course, but this approach also suggests 
that how we live out the faith in our earthly lives is of 
secondary importance. Most readers would likely agree 
that the practice of repeating particular words—
irrespective of belief and regardless of desire for 
relationship with God—as a guarantee of going to heaven 
is pure magic. The question for those of us who reject this 
and other magical approaches is, what do we do instead? 
How do we encourage and nurture the primary vocation 
of discipleship, which is relationship with God through 
Jesus? The enterprise is complicated by the fact that Jesus 
is not physically present to us, at least not in the ways that 
we typically understand physical presence. We need to 
identify, therefore, the ways in which Jesus is present and 
invite people to an encounter with Jesus through those 
venues. 

Although they described the experience in a variety of 
ways, the earliest Christian communities were formed 
around the very presence of Jesus. Jesus was present 
through his Spirit, who gave believers the power, 
discernment, and skills necessary to live out Christian 
community. He was present in the gathered community as 
master teacher and guide. His presence was evidenced in 
the love that members shared with one another, the 
ongoing ministry of his followers to the world, and the 
traditions that were taught as the gospel was proclaimed. 

For us today, teaching the tradition makes Jesus present 
and provides opportunity for encounter with him.  By nature 
discipleship is dynamic. We were created for relationship 
with God, we become disciples through Jesus, and we 
continue to evolve in discipleship through the practices of 
transformed relationships. To become fully the disciples we 
are designed to be, we need to practice the vocations of 
discipleship through which we develop intimacy with God 
and move toward "the measure of the full stature of Christ." 
 
It is more important than ever that we know and share our 
tradition. The risen Christ is actually present in the telling of 
the Christian story. It is essential that we tell the story—not 
talk about the story, not give directives based on the story, 
not modify or abridge the story—but tell the story. We need 
to tell the story with our words, through our relationships, 
and in our actions, and to trust its power as a vehicle of 
Christ's presence. 
 

reprinted with permission of the Alban Institute. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Teaching the Tradition             by Cassandra D. Carkuff Williams 
Christian discipleship began with vocation, with the "call" of 
Jesus to some fishermen. Jesus' call was a call to 
relationship: "Come, follow me." Whether among first-
generation Jewish followers of the Way, third-generation 
Gentile Christians in Asia Minor, or twenty-first-century 
Western church folk, discipleship is grounded in the calling to 
relationship with God through Jesus. 
 

In the summer following 
second grade I had a 
consuming crush on a boy 
named Bruce. While I 
barely registered on the 
status meter of elementary-
school social hierarchy, 
Bruce was quite popular, and try as I might I could not get 
him to return my affections. On warm afternoons I would 
hike down by the cool creek that ran beside our yard, 
thinking about Bruce. One day I picked a daisy and began 
plucking the petals, reciting, "He loves me. He loves me not." 
I convinced myself that if I ended on "He loves me," Bruce 
would magically return my ardor. Plucking the final petal, I 
shivered with excitement, "He loves me!" and yet, his 
sentiments didn't change.  

Magic cannot create relationship. In fact, magical thinking 
impedes relationship. Whenever we participate in activities 
designed to induce another to act, think, or feel a certain 
way, we are engaging in magic, precluding relationship by 
turning the other into an "it" rather than a "who." Yet it is 
surprising how easily magic creeps into Christianity. 

When I find myself feeling disillusioned about Sunday 
mornings I often wonder when worship as celebration 
became "going to church" as an act of obedience that 
appeases God. If we approach worship, Bible reading, 
participation in rituals, financial donation, or other "religious 
activities" as attempts to win God's favor, they become 
magic, every bit as much as dancing around a fire chanting 
incantations on moonlit nights. If, on the other hand, we 
approach these practices as ways to spend time with God, 
then we are involved in relationship. 

Relationships are powerful. I recall a friend who had been all 
"prickles and burrs" in seminary. His anger was notorious 
among the students, and his hostility frequently erupted in 
tirades against professors. He didn’t just have anger—he was 
an angry person. I developed a friendship with this man 
when we worked on a project together. I learned that he 
had had a damaging upbringing and had recently 
experienced a difficult ending to an incompatible marriage. 
These relationships had left him in a perpetual state of 
defensiveness. I wondered at graduation time how he 
would fare in ministry or, more pointedly, how a church 
would fare in his hands. A decade later I was leading a 
seminar when I noticed my old angry friend among the 
participants. The face was familiar, but I saw differences 

beyond those made by the passage of years. At break time 
I connected with my prickly friend. Only he wasn’t prickly 
anymore. He radiated a gracious, gentle spirit and laughed 
easily, in a way that seemed to celebrate sheer joy in life. As 
we were speaking, some people joined us, and he 
introduced me to a small entourage from his church. These 
people obviously adored him. His final introduction was of a 

gentle-faced woman with whom he exchanged looks 
of obvious devotion. "This is my wife," he said, beaming. 
The cause of the difference was clear. This man's 
relationships with his church members and with his wife 
had created a safe place within which he could 
reclaim his inner kindness and joy. Relationships with 
others have the power to change us. 

The power of human relationships offers a mere glimpse 
of the capacity of relationship with God in Jesus to transform 
us. Jesus promised us "an Advocate, the Spirit of truth," who 
abides with us and in us (John 14:15–17). This indwelling Spirit 
makes possible a transformation of self that affects all of our 
other relationships. Our primary vocation to be in 
relationship with God, which was redeemed for us by Jesus, 
makes possible restoration and renewal. 

As most of us know from experience, this oneness of self is 
neither a static state nor one fully achieved in earthly life. 
Unkind people, challenging circumstances, and habitual 
self-denigration all conspire to rob us of the relationship with 
ourselves made possible through God’s grace. Again and 
again we need the Spirit to remind us who we are and to 
empower us to grow toward what the second-generation 
Pauline communities called "the measure of the full stature 
of Christ" (Eph. 4:13). 

Discipleship is grounded in the primary vocation of 
redeemed relationship with God through Jesus. A 
foundational question for discipleship formation then is this: 
How do we teach vocation? 

Education is an invitational endeavor. We cannot compel, 
manipulate, or otherwise coerce people to enter into 
relationship with any subject matter. As relationship with 
God is the primary vocation of discipleship, the principal 
experience for discipleship formation is encounter with God 
through Jesus. 

When I was a pastor I was blessed to serve in a community 
that had a remarkable ecumenical ethos. One summer 
night we gathered as several denominations in the 
Presbyterian fellowship hall for an evangelistic event for 
older children and teens from the community. The evening 
began with a group of bodybuilders giving testimonies and 
continued with the guests breaking up into discussion 
groups. Since I wasn't assigned to a group, I spent my time 
helping with snacks and visiting rooms to see if anyone 
needed anything. As I approached one doorway, I heard a 

(Continued on page 8) 

It is essential that we tell the story—
not talk about the story, not give 
directives based on the story, not 
modify or abridge the story—but 

tell the story.  
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Please look over the list above carefully. 
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please trade with someone and let the church office  (943-3164) know.  

Worship Assistants
  
  

 
Time 

  
Communion 

11:00 AM 
August 2 

  
Communion 

8:30 AM 
August 9 

  
Communion 

11:00 AM 
August 16 

  
Communion 

8:30 AM 
August 23 

  
Communion  

8:30 & 11:00  AM 
August 30 

Pianist (Saturday) 5:30 PM Sally Blyckert Sally Blyckert Maria Frame Maria Frame Maria Frame 

Organist 8:30 AM Sally Blyckert Sally Blyckert Maria Frame Maria Frame Maria Frame 

(Sunday) 11:00 AM Sally Blyckert Sally Blyckert Maria Frame Maria Frame Maria Frame 

Lectors 8:30 AM Peggy Pilger Jann Leitz Evie Gustafson Kathy Killand Peggy Pilger 
  11:00 AM Valerie Bettinson Donna Kary Kristen Imhoff Len Ross Susan Schmieman 
Communion 
Assistants 

8:30 AM 
  

*************** Alta Lambie 
Charles Davis 

*************** Evie & Bill Gustafson Julie Deen 
Jason Prigge 

 11:00 AM 
 

Pam Hedges 
Mike Bettinson 

*************** Gretta & Gene Merwin *************** Pam Hedges 
Cloyde Hardman 

Setup/Cleanup 
Communion (Sat.) 
Sunday setup 

5:30 PM Sue & Jim Worgull Carol Schmid Jean & Jim Loss Ann & Dave Brandes Judy & Carl Schroeder 

Cleanup (after service) 
Communion Sunday 

After 8:30 
AM 
  

  
*************** 

  
Doloros Erickson 

  
*************** 

  
Kay Aase 

Cleanup 8:30 & setup 
for 11am  Kay Aase 
Nancy Ballard 

Set communion ele-
ments on altar by 10:30 
AM for 11 AM /Cleanup 
Communion 

After 11:00 
AM 

Lois Harrold *************** Judy Schroeder *************** Cleanup after 11am 
Nancy Ballard 

Acolytes 8:30 AM Kaylyn Lesser Stefanie Maier 
Katie Maier 

Kristen Bennett Anna Lipton 
Max Bartholomew 

Khloey Gibson 
Grace Calibo 

  11:00 AM 
  

Hayley Deen 
Megan Deen 

Trevor Nunez Sara Carswell 
Becca Rogers 

Jack Page Drew Snyder 
Dylan Mockler 

  
Head & Assisting  
Ushers 

8:30 AM 
  

H-* 
A-Traci & Jim Moran 

H-Liz & Larry Corning 
A-* 

H-Bill & Carl Gustafson 
A-Russ Warren 
Cloyde Hardman 

H-Gail & Rick Road-
house 
A-* 

H-Sue & Chuck McCar-
gar 
A-Alta Lambie 
Gary Weible 

  11:00 AM 
  

H-Sarah & Alan Hagen-
sen 
A-Mary & Paul Armatis 

H-Wallapa & Wally 
Hendrickson 
A-Mark Underwood 

H-Kathy & Rick Snyder 
A-* 

H-Carol Hexum 
  
A-Debbie & Mike 
Stankovich 

H-Valerie & Mike 
Bettinson 
A-* 

  
Church Friends 

8:30 AM Lois Harrold Gail & Rick Roadhouse Carleen & Len Lust Sharleen Thesenvitz Alta Lambie 

  11:00 AM 
  

Karen Clark Julie Deen & Virginia 
Fiskum 

Deanna Martin Debbie Honeyman Judy Simonen 

Cashiers 
  

  Alta Lambie 
Marge Hogue 

Warner Blyckert 
Nancy Ballard 

Kay Aase 
Kathy Snyder 

Alta Lambie 
Sharon Koehling 

Kay Aase 
Mary Rasmussen 

Children’s Church  
Leaders 

8:30 AM 
11:00 AM 

Laura Stevens 
Kris Mitchell 

Russ Warren 
Pam Hedges 

Kelly Westlund 
Lauri Whitney 

Michelle Machinal 
Astrid Goplen 

Leslie Sievers 
Dawn Salyer 

Video System at 8:30 
AM service 

Console 
Cameras 

Ed Simonen 
#1 Don Schmid 
#2 Ed Rafuse 

* 
#1 Ken Meek 
#2 Paul Hedges 

Kirsten Killand 
#1 Al Stolte 
#2 Brian Killand 

Ed Simonen 
#1 L. Thompson 
#2 Ed Rafuse 

Mike Schwartz 
#1 Ken Meek 
#2 Don Schmid 

Sound System 8:30 AM Chuck Richardson Chuck Richardson Chuck Richardson Chuck Richardson Chuck Richardson 
Operators 11:00 AM Derek Westlund Derek Westlund Tammy Carswell Jeff Dagle Jeff Dagle 
Flowers   * * Carol Hexum Hogan/Simpson-

Whitaker 
Sue & Ken Meek 

Drivers   Mot & Pam Hedges Jon Putz Marilyn Mitchell Donna Kary Donna Kary 
Cookie Ministry 
Delivery 

  Heather Colwell Shirley Fast Valerie Bettinson Sharleen Thesenvitz Zemmie Iedema 
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Anniversaries & Birthdays 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
AUGUST 1 

Gretta & Gene Merwin 
 
AUGUST 2 

Pat & Ed Dalpiaz 
Lori & Desmond Whelan 

 
AUGUST 3 
 Amy & Jeff Sperline 
 
AUGUST 4 
 Sarah & Alan Hagensen 
 Theresa & Matthew Monroe 
 
AUGUST 6 

Leigh & Todd Haynie 
DeEtte and Collin Wick 

 
AUGUST 7 

Marge & Harold Hogue 
 
AUGUST 9 
 RaeAnn & Allan Schritter 
 
AUGUST 11 

Ona & Bruce Lander 
Lori & Fred Lieske 
Vicki & Rob Piipo 

 
AUGUST 12 

Janice & Wayne Campbell 
Amanda & Bill Gustafson 
Margie & Ron Kickert 
Carol & Dave Larkin 

 Kiane & John Lesser 
 
AUGUST 13 
 Stephanie & Ryan Wisness 
 
AUGUST 14 

Michele & Chris Hamilton 
Ann Wright-Mockler & Joe 

Mockler 
 
AUGUST 15 

Marlys & Melvin Foster 
Kris & Stan Johnson 

 
AUGUST 16 

Julie & Bill Bishop 
 Lois & George Phaneuf 

Ollie & Al Stolte 
 
AUGUST 17 

Marie & Bob Thompson 
Ruthanne & Marc Willy 
Jan & Steve Wisness 

 
AUGUST 20 

Sally & Warner Blyckert 
 
AUGUST 23 
 Teresa & Randy Krekel 
 

AUGUST 25 
Karla & Paul Gaither 

 
AUGUST 26 

Kathy & Brian Killand 
 
AUGUST 27 

Jami & Jason Prigge 
 Nita & Neil Todd 
 
AUGUST 29 

Sue & Ken Meek 
 
AUGUST 30 

Marilyn & Ray Law 
Carol & Len Ross 

 
AUGUST 31 

Patricia & Timothy Lamberson 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
AUGUST 1 

Ava Ball 
Eileen Pederson 

 
AUGUST 2 

Ryan Hanson 
Erik Killand 
Joe Mockler 
James Reid 
Carol Romsos 

 
AUGUST 3 

Steven Honeyman 
 
AUGUST 4 
 Aaron Cole 

Larry Corning 
Jenifer Haler 

 Susan Hammill 
Sue Kramer 

 
AUGUST 5 

Jason Corning 
 DeAnna Drake 

Edith Hansen 
Darlene Kjarmo 
Danielle LaSalle 
Mary Machinal 

 
AUGUST 6 

Kathy Higley 
Mavis Lippert 
Donald Salyer 

 
AUGUST 7 

Maria Frame 
Anna Haldorson 
Shirley Riley 
Seth Thompson 
Wendy Todd 
Dorothy Trujillo 

 
 
 

AUGUST 8 
John Huebner 
Harold Kjarmo 

 Colby Riensche 
Claire Whitney 

 
AUGUST 9 

Beecie Bennett 
 
AUGUST 10 

Dolores Jaech 
 Anna Lipton 

Matthew Wells 
 
AUGUST 11 

Colton McCargar 
Carson Schienbein 

 
AUGUST 12 

Parker Chrisler 
Hayley Deen 
Taylor Knipp 

 
AUGUST 14 

Bernice Demers 
Bill Gustafson 
Cloyde Hardman 
Kirsten Killand 
Lisa Onishi 
Karen Rogers 
Paul Stangeland 

 
AUGUST 15 

Nick Bennett 
Ryan Ciolli 
Mitch Davis 

 
AUGUST 16 

Robert Imhoff 
 Peggy McDorman 
 Pat Olenius 
 
AUGUST 17 

Ben Barr 
Lynne Rice 

 
AUGUST 18 
 Keegan Hammill 

Harold Hogue 
 
AUGUST 19 

Todd Erickson 
Ashlyn Hardman 
Lois Harrold 
Mandy Machinal 

 
AUGUST 20 

James Carroll 
Mark Fischer 
Mikayla Mars 
Wally Romsos 
Ruby Ulseth 

 
 
 
 

AUGUST 21 
Neil Hanson 
Joshua Hogan 
Bill Peterson 
Hans Schmieman 

 Corey Smith 
Millie Volkman 
Russell Warren 

 
AUGUST 22 

Kyle Holden 
Kristen Honeyman 
Bruce Lander 
Brendan Siefken 

 
AUGUST 23 

Casandra Blakely 
Florence George 
Barbara Kranz 
Lori Maier 

 
AUGUST 24 
 Andrea Forester 
 
AUGUST 25 

Shane Bishop 
Sally Blyckert 

 
AUGUST 26 

Michael Bancroft 
Jim Honeyman 
Stefanie Maier 
Marv Nelson 

 Alexis Riensche 
 Ruth Rueter 

Rick Snyder 
 
AUGUST 27 

Kay Brauer 
Sara Carswell 
Michael Johnston 
Rex Suthard 

 
AUGUST 28 

Orval Bradt 
Art Kranz 

 
AUGUST 29 

David Frier 
 Connor Isakson 
 Randy Nelson 
 Victoria Petersen 

Russell Richman 
Eric Schmieman 
Jim Volkman 

 
AUGUST 30 
 Shirley Fast 
 Jim Moran 
 
AUGUST 31 

Evelyn Gore 
 Carol Larsen 
 Kevin Maier 
 Melissa Reid 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Traditional Worship 
Sundays at 8:30 AM 

(Communion 2nd, 4th, & 5th Sundays) 
 

Blended Worship 
Sundays at 11:00 AM 

(Communion 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays) 
 

Sunday Evening Worship with Holy 
Communion 

Sundays at 5:00 PM 
 

Worship with Holy Communion 
Saturdays at 5:30 PM 

 
Informal Worship with Holy Communion 

Thursdays at 7:00 PM 
 
 

And when circumstances beyond  
your control prevent you from  

coming to church . . . 
 

Good News Today 
Aired Sunday mornings on  

KVEW 42 and KAPP 35 at 9:00 AM 
 

Printed copies and audio files of sermons are 
available on the website: 

 
www.richlandlutheran.org 

 


